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Fireworks in Flagstaff and the Fourth
For many people in the United States, parades, barbeques and fireworks are a fundamental part of the Fourth of July Holiday as we celebrate our Nation’s independence.  But each year the use of consumer fireworks by the general public results in over 30,000 fires, 7,000 injuries, and $34 million in property damage (National Fire Protection Association).  More than half of the injuries reported were to children.  

Last year the Arizona State Legislature deregulated the sale of certain types of fireworks to individuals age 16 and older.  Fireworks which can be legally sold in Arizona include those that produce audible effects, and include cone fountains, illuminating torches, wheels, ground spinners, sparklers, etc.  Fireworks which remain illegal for sale within the state include those which rise into the air and explode in the air (ex: bottle rockets, missile-type rockets, roman candles, firecrackers, jumping jacks, etc.).  While the sale of fireworks is permitted within the City, consumer use of any and all fireworks is prohibited within Flagstaff City limits, on national forest and AZ State Lands during any time of year.  
“Due to the potential for injury and the wildland fire danger presented by the use of consumer fireworks, the Flagstaff Fire Department will be working with the Flagstaff Police Department to strictly enforce regulations on the illegal use and possession of fireworks in our community,” stated Kristin Smith, Fire Marshal for the City of Flagstaff.

Anyone caught using fireworks within the City are subject to law enforcement and legal action, to include costs associated with any resulting fires.

A July 4th display utilizing “close-proximity fireworks” (not to be confused with consumer fireworks) is planned, at this time, at the mall.   This event will be conducted by licensed and insured pyrotechnic professionals, is supported by the City and will be hosted by the Flagstaff Mall & Marketplace.  The “close-proximity” show or low altitude fireworks display keeps sparks and embers within a very small and safe area instead of launching them into the air where embers could be carried over much larger areas.  The actual show is expected to begin at 9PM but spectators are encouraged bring blankets and arrive early.  For the most up-to-date information on holiday events call the Flagstaff Visitor Center at 928-774-9541.
For more information on what you can do to protect your property or how your neighborhood can become a Firewise Community, contact the Flagstaff Fire Department Wildland Fire Management Program at 779-7688.  For more information visit: www.flagstaff.az.gov/wildlandfire.
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